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At West Lake there is a Lake   

Within a lake.  

We reach the island,  

Where lotus plants cover the calm waters.  

Where water lilies  

Settle daintily on their water stems.  

Carps break the water  

With open mouths  

In anticipation of falling crumbs.  

 

The bridge across the island  

Zig-zags its way  

To confuse demons,  

Who need straight paths  

To satisfy their evil intent 

 

Moon pagodas*  

Stand in the outer lake,  

Awaiting the arrival of the full moon,  

To record its reflection,  

In the water 
 

*The three stone pagodas of the Island of the 
Three Pools Mirroring the Moon is a landmark of 
the West Lake in Hangzhou. The Three Pools 
Mirroring the Moon is, essentially, a lake within a lake. In Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival (Moon Cake Day), candles are lit 
inside the round holes of each pagoda and the holes are sealed with thin paper. Shining through the holes, the 
candlelight is reflected on the surface of the water as if there were many little moons, producing a marvellous scene of 
"one moon in the sky, three silhouettes in the water". The Three Pools Mirroring the Moon is thus named. 
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